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Experience and Implications of US Federal Government in
Controlling Wasteful “ Hurry-up” Spending

Discussions on the role of government auditing in correcting
governing “hurry-up” spending
Wang Dehua Li Qiong

Abstract ; “ Hurry-up” spending is an outstanding problem in China’ s budget process,which at the end of every year,
the media,the public and the government pay great attention to. Unfortunately , international experience analysis of this
problem is rare. At the late 1970s,there were widespread discussions on the American federal government’ s “hurry-
up” spending. This paper reviews the background of “hurry-up” spending in the United States then,as well as the US
Government Accountability Office’s actions and related academic research. This paper also reviews the main control
measures for relieving “hurry-up” spending in the United States and the effect evaluation. Combining the American
experience ,we conclude that, “hurry-up” spending in China is a consequence of government plans,budget systems
and expenditure structures. To address this problem,China needs a comprehensive solution to strengthen audit supervi-
sion ,adjust expenditure structures,extend the budget time span,and implement *multi-year” rolling budgeting.

Keywords: “hurry-up” spending, US experience , GAO
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