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Intellectual Property Rights and Import Quality of Chinese Firms
Wei Hao; Li Xiaoqing

Abstract: This paper theoretically analyses the impact of intellectual property rights ( IPRs) protec—
tion on the quality of imported products empirically analysing this using Chinese enterprise micro-data.
The results of the study show that: (i) increased IPRs protection in importing regions encourages foreign
enterprises to start exporting a wider range of product varieties and incentivizes Chinese enterprises to im—
port these new varieties however the quality of these is lower than that of the commonly imported varie—
ties thereby reducing the average level of imported product quality; ( ii) the effects of increased IPRs pro—
tection on the quality of imported medium-tech products are significant while they are unobservable on
high—and low-tech products; and ( iii) an additional study notes that with increased IPRs protection mid—
quality varieties” import of medium-tech products rises significantly.

Key words: intellectual property rights ( IPRs) imitation rate imported product quality new impor—
ted varieties
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