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The Regional Disparity and Driving
Factors of Chengdu—Chongqing Economic Circle

Feng Yue' Liu Zhibiao®

Abstract: “Unbalanced and insufficient” development is an important social and economic problem of China at this
stage. Taking the county cities of Chengdu-Chongqing Economic Circle as samples, combined with the center of gravi-
ty method, the inconsistent index and the imbalance index, the evolution of the inequality pattern about population and
economy is studied. In addition, based on a systematic perspective, the spatial autoregressive model (SAR) and the
spatial error model (SEM) are used to analyze influencing factors about regional gaps. The results are as follows: 1)
The population and economic center of gravity fluctuate in a small range, and the evolution of the center of gravity is
mainly based on the Chengdu-Chongging “dual-core” competition and cooperation situation, showing strong stabili-
ty.2) The distribution of the population and economy inconsistency index shows a “center-periphery” ring pattern.
With the Chongging’ s main urban areas and Chengdu as the core areas, the inconsistency index is the lowest, showing
a trend of increasing circles outward. 3) With the development of capital, infrastructure, secondary and tertiary indus-
tries, the regional gap has weakened; labor and the secondary industry are the main factors of the regional gap and the
spatial spillover effects. Finally, it proposes to firmly establish the concept of integrated development, alleviate the
constraints of the administrative region economy, promote population and economic flows; besides, make full use of
the leading role of central cities, formulate industrial policies according to local conditions, and build a coordinated de-
velopment pattern of large, medium and small cities centered on dual cores.

Key words:Chengdu-Chongging Economic Circle; Population and Economy; Regional Disparity; Spatial Economet-

rics
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