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Digital Economy Enables High-quality Economic Development:
Theoretical Mechanisms and Empirical Evidence

Ge Heping & Wu Fuxiang

Abstract: Among the various elements, digital economy has become a new driving force to lead
the high-quality development of economy. Based on the connotation of digital economy, the evalua—
tion system of digital economy is constructed from the dimensions of development environment, digit—
al industrialization, industry digitization and digital governance, and the development index of Chi-
na’ s digital economy from 2016 to 2018 is calculated by Using Entropy TOPSIS method; based on
the improved Feder two sector model, it discusses the theoretical mechanism of promoting the high—
quality development of economy directly and through the improvement of economic efficiency and the
optimization of economic structure, and empirical test. It is found that the scale of China’ s digital e—
conomy continues to expand, and the digital transformation is accelerated; the more likely the high—
quality economic development is constrained by low economic efficiency and unreasonable economic
structure, the more significant the role of digital economy in promoting high—quality economic devel-
opment. On this basis, it proposes to promote the construction of new infrastructure, the develop—
ment of digital economy to promote economic efficiency and economic structure optimization, and
promote the transformation of government governance model, so as to promote the high-quality devel-
opment of China’ s economy.

Key words: digital economy; economic efficiency; economic structure; high-quality economic

development
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